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1
MONOBORE EXPANSION
SYSTEM—ANCHORED LINER

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

1. Field of the Disclosure

This disclosure relates generally to oilfield downhole tools
and more particularly to assemblies utilized for completing
wellbores.

2. Description of the Related Art

Hydrocarbons, such as oil and gas, as well as geothermal
resources are recovered from a subterranean formation using
a wellbore drilled into the formation. Such wellbores are
typically completed by placing a casing along the wellbore
length, cementing the annulus between the casing and the
wellbore and perforating the casing adjacent each production
zone. A wellbore casing is often made by joining relatively
short pipe sections (for example 10 m long) via threaded
connections at the pipe ends. Such conventional casing tech-
niques utilize tubular strings of decreasing diameters and
include multiple threaded connections. Monobore wellbore
construction utilizing a solid casing design has limitations in
terms of achievable collapse resistance of an expanded tubu-
lar. Expansion of liner elements connected with threads run a
risk with respect to the achievable long term reliability. The
cost of building deep and extended reach wells is very high.
Therefore, it is desirable to provide alternative methods of
building such wellbores.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

In aspects, the present disclosure provides a method of
forming a wellbore. The method may include placing a first
liner having a lower section in the wellbore; placing a second
liner in the wellbore, with an upper section of the second liner
placed inside the lower section of the first liner; positioning an
upper sealing member and a lower sealing member in the
wellbore to form a pressure chamber, the upper and lower
sealing members being axially movable relative to one
another; and expanding the second liner using the pressure
chamber, the second liner having an inner bore hydraulically
isolated from the pressure chamber.

In aspects, the present disclosure also provides an appara-
tus for positioning a first liner and a second liner in a wellbore.
The second liner may have an upper section placed inside a
lower section of the first liner. The apparatus may include at
least one lower sealing member cooperating with at least one
upper sealing member to form a pressure chamber that is
hydraulically isolated from an inner bore of the second liner.
The upper sealing member(s) and the lower sealing member
(s) axially separate in response to a pressure in the pressure
chamber. The apparatus may further include a work string
that conveys the sealing members into the wellbore; at least
one connector connected to the work string and extending
through the pressure chamber and the second liner; and an
expander connected to the connector. The expander expands
the second liner in response to the axial separation of the
sealing members.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For detailed understanding of the present disclosure, ref-
erences should be made to the following detailed description
of the preferred embodiment, taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, in which like elements have been
given like numerals and wherein:
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2

FIG. 1 illustrates a rig for completing a well using a liner
system in accordance with one embodiment of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 2 illustrates a liner system in accordance with one
embodiment of the present disclosure positioned in the well-
bore;

FIG. 3 illustrates a folded liner in accordance with one
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 illustrates a liner system in accordance with one
embodiment of the present disclosure being run into the well-
bore;

FIG. 5 illustrates a pressure chamber in accordance with
one embodiment of the present disclosure being activated by
fluid pumped down from the surface;

FIG. 6 illustrates an expander in accordance with one
embodiment of the present disclosure being pulled into a
liner;

FIG. 7 illustrates the expander in accordance with one
embodiment of the present disclosure expanding the liner;

FIG. 8 illustrates the expander in accordance with one
embodiment of the present disclosure expanding a liner shoe
into engagement with a wellbore wall;

FIG. 9 illustrates an anchor in accordance with one
embodiment of the present disclosure being deactivated to
reduce a tension in the expanded liner;

FIG. 10 illustrates the expander in accordance with one
embodiment of the present disclosure entering an overlap-
ping region of the liner and a parent liner;

FIG. 11 illustrates the anchor in accordance with one
embodiment of the present disclosure being disconnected
from the liner;

FIG. 12 illustrates the expander in accordance with one
embodiment of the present disclosure being collapsed into a
reduced diameter configuration;

FIG. 13 illustrates the expander in accordance with one
embodiment of the present disclosure continuing to travel
through and expand the liner;

FIG. 14 illustrates a fully expanded liner; and

FIG. 15 illustrates a bypass allowing fluid flow across the
liner assembly while the liner assembly is conveyed out of the
well.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
DISCLOSURE

The present disclosure relates to monobore wellbores
using overlapping expandable liners to case the wellbore. The
present disclosure is susceptible to embodiments of different
forms. There are shown in the drawings, and herein will be
described in detail, exemplary embodiments of the present
disclosure with the understanding that the present disclosure
is to be considered an exemplification of the principles of the
disclosure and is not intended to limit the disclosure to that
illustrated and described herein.

Referring initially to FIG. 1, there is shown a system 10 for
performing a wellbore-related operation such as completing a
wellbore 12 drilled in a formation 14. The system 10 includes
a rig 16 at the surface for deploying a work string 18. The
work string 18 may convey a liner completion system 50 for
lining the wellbore 12 with wellbore tubulars. The tubulars
may be a liner, casing, coiled tubing, rigid tubulars, or other
tubulars that are configured to be expanded and fixed in the
wellbore 12. The wellbore 12 may be for recovering, hydro-
carbons, such as oil and gas, as well as for accessing geother-
mal resources. The rig 16 may include devices such as an
injector 20 to convey the work string 18 into and out of the
wellbore 12 and a pump 22. It should be understood that the
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injector 20 and pump 22 are merely illustrative of the types of
equipment that may be used in connection with wellbore
operations described below.

Referring now to FIG. 2, there is shown one embodiment of
a liner system 50 that may be used to connect a liner 52 to a
parent liner 54. The liner system 50 may include an expander
60 for expanding the liner 52, an anchor 70 that selectively
anchors the liner 52 to the parent liner 54, and a lower sealing
member 80 and an upper sealing member 90 that form a
pressure chamber 100 external to the liner 52. The upper and
lower sealing members 80, 90 are both positioned in the
wellbore 12 as opposed to at the surface (which may be a
seabed). Thus, unlike surface or seabed equipment such as
wellheads, subsea wellheads, risers, and blowout preventers,
the sealing members 80, 90 are dimensioned and shaped to be
conveyed along the wellbore 12 using the work string 18.

Referring now to FIG. 3, the liner 52 may be formed as an
expandable tubular having a dipole folded geometry. The
liner 52 may have a non-circular non-expanded geometry that
has a smaller effective diameter than when the liner 52 has
been fully expanded. The liner 52 may be expanded by pull-
ing the expander 60 (FIG. 2) through the passage 56. In one
embodiment, the liner 52 is unfolded from an initial non-
circular shape to an intermediate circular shape and then
expanded to a circular shape of a larger diameter. In another
embodiment, the liner 52 has an initial circular shape and is
expanded to a greater diameter.

The work string 18 may be configured to pull the expander
60 through the passage 56. In one embodiment, the work
string 18 may include a coupling 92 that connects one or more
connectors 94 to the expander 60. For convenience, coiled
tubing will be used as an exemplary work string, but it should
be understood that any rigid or non-rigid member may be also
used as a work string.

The connectors 94 may be bars, tubes, rods or other similar
elongated members that connect the expander 60 to the work
string 18. The connectors 94 may be configured to reside
within the passage 56 and to transmit at least tension forces in
the work string 18 to the expander 60. The connectors 94 may
be rigid (e.g., steel rods) or non-rigid (e.g., steel cables).
While two connectors 94 are shown, it should be understood
that greater or fewer number of connector members may be
used.

The upper sealing member 90 may be attached to the work
string 18 and configured to selectively form a fluid barrier
across an annular space 93 between the work string 18 and an
inner diameter of the parent liner(s) 54. While two upper
sealing members 90 are shown, it should be understood that
fewer or greater number of sealing members may be serially
distributed along the work string 18.

The lower sealing member 80 selectively forms a fluid
barrier that prevents fluid pressure in the bore 82 from
increasing fluid pressure inside the liner 52. Thus, the lower
sealing member 80 hydraulically isolates the interior of the
liner 52 from pressure uphole of the lower sealing member 80.
The lower sealing member 80 may include one or more
dynamic seals 84 that allow the connector(s) 94 to slide
axially while maintain a sealing barrier across the bore 82. In
some embodiments, the dynamic seals 84 may be structurally
and functionally independent of the lower sealing member
80. The lower sealing member 80 may further include a port
86 that allows fluid communication between a bore 56 of the
liner 52 and the annular space 88.

The sealing members 80, 90 may include a cup-shaped
pliable sealing element that has direction-sensitive sealing
functionality (e.g., swab cups). That is, the sealing elements
may be canted to allow a seal to form when pressure is
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4

increased in either downhole or uphole location. In one
arrangement, the upper sealing member 92 may have sealing
element canted downward so that a downhole pressure
increase activates the sealing function. The lower sealing
member 92 may have sealing element canted upward so that
an uphole pressure increase activates the sealing function.
Thus, the opposing canted sealing elements of the sealing
members 80, 90 cooperate to form a sealed environment for
the pressure chamber 100, which is between the sealing mem-
bers 80, 90.

In such arrangements, the upper sealing member 92 is
deactivated when conveyed uphole and the lower sealing
member 92 is deactivated when conveyed downhole. By
deactivated, it is meant that fluid flow is permitted across the
sealing members 80, 90. As discussed below, bypasses and
valves may be used to reduce surge and/or swab effects when
the upper sealing member 92 is conveyed downhole and the
lower sealing member 92 is conveyed uphole.

The anchor 70 is fixed to an upper end of the liner 52 and
selectively connects the liner 52 to the parent liner 54. As
discussed above, the sealing members 80, 90 form fluid tight
barriers that define a pressure chamber 100. When the pres-
sure in the pressure chamber 100 reaches a predetermined
value, the anchor 70 extends into an anchoring engagement
with the liner 54. The pressure chamber 100 may be pressur-
ized using fluids pumped from the surface by a pump 22 (FIG.
1) via the work string 18. Thus, the anchor 70 is activated/
actuated using a pressure in the pressure chamber 100. Non-
limiting devices suitable for the anchor 70 include radially
extendable slips, pads, and arms.

The expander 60 may be a swage-type device that is
coupledto alower end of the connectors 94 and has a diameter
or diameters selected to expand the liner 52 to a desired
diameter. In one embodiment, the expander 60 may include
an upper cone 62 and a lower cone 64. The cones 62, 64 may
be formed of rigid materials. A locking member 58 may be
used to connect the expander 60 to a lower end of the liner 52.
The locking member 58 may be a shear pin or other device
that is calibrated to decouple the expander 60 from the liner
52 upon a preset condition (e.g., a selected tension force).
Also, one or both of the cones 62, 64 may be collapsible. That
is, in an umbrella-type of fashion, the cones 62, 64 may be
fixed in an enlarged configuration during the expansion pro-
cess. Thereafter, a device such as a shear pin or locking
mechanism may be activated (e.g., snapped or broken) to
allow the cones 62, 64 to collapse into a dimensionally
smaller configuration.

Referring now to FIGS. 4-15, the use of the liner system 50
to line a wellbore 12 will be described. In FIG. 4, the system
50 is being shown after being “run in” the wellbore 12. Typi-
cally, the wellbore 12 is filled with liquids. Therefore, the
fluids below the liner system 50 may encounter a surge as the
liner system 50 traverses the wellbore 12. Since the lower
sealing member 80 is being conveyed downhole, the sealing
function is deactivated due to the upwardly canted sealing
member. Thus, fluids downhole of the liner system 50 flow to
the opening 102 and to a bore 104 of the work string 18 at the
coupling 92 and thereby reduce surge effects.

Referring now to FIG. 5, the liner system 50 is shown
positioned at a distal end of the parent liner 54. Fluid pumped
downhole via the bore 104 exits at the opening 102 and flows
into the pressure chamber 100. Once the pressure in the
pressure chamber 100 reaches a preset value, the lower seal-
ing member 80 moves and engages the anchor 70. In
response, the anchor 70 expands and anchors the liner 52 with
the parent liner 54. It should be understood that other activa-
tion arrangements using a pressure in the pressure chamber
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100 may be used to energize and activate the anchor 70. For
example, the pressure in the pressure chamber 100 may be
used by a piston cylinder system to engage ramps or sliding
elements that drive anchoring elements of the anchor 52 radi-
ally outward into engagement with the parent liner 54.

Referring now to FIG. 6, as more fluid is pumped into the
pressure chamber 100, the increased pressure applied to the
upper sealing member 90 drives the work string 18 in an
uphole direction. Thus, the upper and lower sealing members
90, 80 axially separate because the lower sealing member 80
is stationary and the upper sealing member 90 moves uphole.
Because the expander 60 is fixedly connected to the work
string 18 by the connectors 94, the expander 60 is also pulled
in the uphole direction and into the liner 52. Once the tension
force is sufficient to fracture or break the locking member 68,
the expander 60 enters and expands the liner 52. In embodi-
ments where the expander 60 includes a first cone 62 and a
second cone 64, the first cone 62 may expand the liner 52 to
a first diameter and the second cone 64 may expand the liner
52 to a larger second diameter.

The axial travel of the expander 60 through the liner 52 may
induce axial loading on the liner 52. These loadings may be
controlled by selectively anchoring the upper end 53 and the
lower end 55 of the liner 52 during expansion. As shown in
FIG. 6, the lower end 55 is not anchored to the wellbore wall
108 and the upper end 53 is anchored to the parent liner 54.
Thus, upward axial travel of the expander 60 may cause a
compressive loading in the liner 52, which may lead to buck-
ling. In one variant, the lower end 53 of the liner 52 may be
anchored to the wellbore wall 108 before the expander 60
using a suitable anchor 105. The anchor 105 may be any
device that includes pads, ribs, slips, spikes, or other suitable
anchoring elements that extend radially outward and engage
the wellbore wall 108. The driver or actuator (not shown) for
driving the anchoring elements into the wellbore wall 108
may be energized by pressurized fluids, electrical power, any
other power source, which may be positioned at the surface or
downhole. The anchor 105 takes up the axial loading during
expansion and thus reduces the likelihood of buckling. It
should be appreciated that the liner 52 may be expanded while
under compression or tension while the anchor 105 is acti-
vated. To expand the liner 52 under compression, the anchor
70 may activated and engaged as shown in FIG. 6. To expand
the liner 52 under tension, the anchor 70 may de-activated to
release the upper end 53. It should be understood, tension and
compression may be present the liner 52 in either situation
(e.g., during compression, the section of the liner 52 down-
hole of the anchor 70 may be in tension). Thus, the tension or
compression as referred to above is a predominant condition,
as opposed to the only condition.

Generally, during the expansion of the liner 52, it should be
appreciated that the pressure in the pressure chamber 100 is
not communicated to the inner bore of the liner 52. Rather the
dynamic seals 84 maintain a sealing barrier across the bore 82
while the connector(s) 94 to slide or translate axially upward.
The pressure isolation of the bore 82 is maintained through-
out the expansion process.

Referring now to FIG. 7, the first cone 62 and the second
cone 64 of the expander 60 are shown travelling axially
through the liner 52 and incrementally expanding the liner 52
to a first diameter, and then to a second larger diameter.
Referring now to FIG. 8, a liner shoe 106 of the liner 52 is
shown expanded and sealed with a wellbore wall 108 by the
expander 60.

Referring now to FIG. 9, there is shown a step that may be
taken to reduce the tension in the liner 52. Generally, expand-
ing a diameter of the liner 52 will cause a reduction in the
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length of the liner 52. During the FIG. 8 step, the liner 52 is
fixed at both ends. Thus, the partially expanded liner 52 is in
tension. To reduce the tension, the anchor 70 may be released,
as shown, and thereafter reset.

In one variant, the liner 52 may be configured to be
installed with a pre-tension value that is selected relative to a
predicted expansion caused by applied in situ thermal energy.
For instance, for geothermal wells, the liner 52 may be
expected to lengthen due to thermal expansion. For such
situations, the liner 52 may be expanded continuously and
anchored into place. A suitable liner for such situations may
include either an open hole packer at the expandable liner
shoe or another anchoring device that anchors the liner shoe
into the open hole. Therefore, the liner may be expanded in a
fixed-fixed end condition that prevents axial shortening. With
this arrangement, the pretension caused by expansion
remains after the liner and parent liner are fixed in the well-
bore. As the liner heats up to wellbore temperatures, the
pretension is reduced to near neutral due to thermal expan-
sion.

In conventional geothermal applications, casing is fully
cemented to surface to fully support the casing and reduce the
risk of compressive buckling during heat up. The fixed-fixed
end variant described above may remove the need for a full
cement sheath, and possibly the requirement for cementat all.

Referring now to FIG. 10, the expander 60 is shown enter-
ing a region 112 where the liners 52, 54 overlap. When the
expander 60 reaches a shoe 114 of the parent liner 54, the
axial movement of the expander 60 is impeded. Because the
pressure chamber 100 can no longer expand as fluid is
pumped in, the pressure spikes. As shown in FIG. 11, once the
pressure increases in the pressure chamber 100 to a preset
value, a decoupling device (not shown) activates and allows
the anchor 70 to separate from the liner 52. Suitable pressure-
activated decoupling devices may be used to separate the
anchor 70 from the liner 52.

Referring now to FIG. 12, a combination of increased
pressure by pumping fluid and “overpull” (pulling up on the
work string 18) are applied to the liner assembly 50. These
tension forces activate a retraction device 116 in the expander
60 that allows the lower cone 64 to retract. For example, a
shear pin (not shown) may be calibrated or configured to
fracture and allow the lower cone 64 to collapse upon encoun-
tered a preset force (e.g., tension force).

Referring now to FIG. 13, the upper cone 62 of the
expander 60 continues to expand the liner 52. It should be
noted that the upper end of the liner 52 separates axially from
the anchor 70 due to the shortening that occurs during expan-
sion. FIG. 14 shows the liner 52 fully expanded.

Referring now to FIG. 15, the expander 60 is shown engag-
ing the anchor 70 and the lower sealing member 80. This
engagement activates a bypass (not shown) in the lower seal-
ing member 80 that allows fluid communication across the
lower sealing member 80. Thus, when the liner system 50 is
pulled out of the wellbore 12, the fluid uphole of the lower
sealing member 80 can flow across and downhole ofthe lower
sealing member 80.

The term “work string” as used herein means any device,
device component, combination of devices, media and/or
member that may be used to convey, house, support or other-
wise facilitate the use of another device, device component,
combination of devices, media and/or member. Exemplary
non-limiting work strings include drill strings of the coiled
tube type, of the jointed pipe type and any combination or
portion thereof. Other carrier examples include casing pipes,
downhole subs.
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The foregoing description is directed to particular embodi-
ments of the present disclosure for the purpose of illustration
and explanation. [t will be apparent, however, to one skilled in
the art that many modifications and changes to the embodi-
ment set forth above are possible without departing from the
scope of the disclosure.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of lining a wellbore, comprising:

placing a first liner in the wellbore, the first liner having a

lower section;

placing a second liner in the wellbore, with an upper sec-

tion of the second liner placed inside the lower section of
the first liner;
positioning an upper sealing member and a lower sealing
member in the wellbore to form a pressure chamber,
wherein the upper sealing member and the lower sealing
member move axially away from one another, the axial
movement causing the work string to move upward and
pull the expander through a bore of the second liner;

expanding the second liner using the pressure chamber;
and

positioning the upper and the lower sealing members in the

first liner and above the second liner, thereby hydrauli-
cally isolating an inner bore of the second liner from the
pressure chamber.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising anchoring the
second liner to the first liner using an anchor.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising activating the
anchor using the pressure chamber.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the expanding is done
using an expander connected via at least one connector to a
work string.

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising fixing the
upper sealing member to the work string.

6. The method of claim 4, further comprising forming a
fluid seal using at least a dynamic seal to hydraulically isolate
the inner bore of the second liner.

7. The method of claim 4, further comprising conveying the
upper sealing member and the lower sealing member into the
wellbore using the work string.

8. The method of claim 4, further comprising pumping a
fluid down the work string to pressurize the pressure chamber.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

fixing the ends of the second liner during expansion to

cause a selected pretension; and

fixing the second liner in the wellbore with the selected

pretension.

10. A method of lining a wellbore, comprising:

placing a first liner in the wellbore, the first liner having a

lower section;

placing a second liner in the wellbore, with an upper sec-

tion of the second liner placed inside the lower section of
the first liner;

positioning an upper sealing member and a lower sealing

member in the wellbore to form a pressure chamber;
pumping a fluid down the work string to pressurize the
pressure chamber; and

expanding the second liner using the pressure chamber,

wherein the upper sealing member and the lower sealing
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member move axially away from one another, the axial
movement causing the work string to move upward and
pull the expander through a bore of the second liner, and
wherein the expanding is done using an expander con-
nected via at least one connector to a work string.

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising anchoring
the second liner to the first liner using an anchor, and activat-
ing the anchor using the pressure chamber.

12. The method of claim 10, further comprising fixing the
upper sealing member to the work string.

13. The method of claim 10, further comprising forming a
fluid seal using at least a dynamic seal to hydraulically isolate
the inner bore of the second liner.

14. An apparatus for positioning a first liner and a second
liner in a wellbore, the second liner having an upper section
placed inside a lower section of the first liner, the apparatus
comprising:

at least one upper sealing member;

at least one lower sealing member cooperating with the at
least one upper sealing member to form a pressure
chamber that is hydraulically isolated from an inner bore
ofthe second liner, wherein the at least one upper sealing
member and the at least one lower sealing member are
positioned in the first liner and above the second liner,
and wherein the at least one upper sealing member and
the at least one lower sealing member are configured to
axially separate in response to a pressure in the pressure
chamber;

a work string configured to convey the at least one upper
sealing member and the at least one lower sealing mem-
ber into the wellbore, and wherein the axial separation
causes the work string to move upward and pull the
expander through a bore of the second liner;

at least one connector connected to the work string and
extending through the pressure chamber and the second
liner; and

an expander connected to the connector, the expander
being configured to expand the second liner in response
to the axial separation of the at least one upper sealing
member and the at least one lower sealing member.

15. The apparatus of claim 14, further comprising an
anchor configured to selectively anchor the second liner to the
first liner, the anchor being activated using the pressure cham-
ber.

16. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the anchor includ-
ing a decoupling device configured to decouple the anchor
from the first liner, the decoupling device being activated
using the pressure chamber.

17. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein at least a portion of
the pressure chamber is formed inside a bore of the first liner.

18. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the work string is
configured to flow fluid into the pressure chamber.

19. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the at least one
upper sealing member is fixed to the work string.

20. The apparatus of claim 14, further comprising a
dynamic seal surrounding the at least one connector and
configured to allow axial movement of the at least one con-
nector while maintaining a seal.
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